Vermont Department of Health — Asthma Data 2005

Costs

Improvements in asthma management will result in decreases in the
number of hospitalizations and emergency room visits related to
asthma. In addition to improving the overall quality of life of those
suffering from asthma, these efforts will dramatically decrease
health care costs related to asthma.
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Inpatient hospitalizations make up over two thirds of all hospital-related charges, cost-
ing over $6,000 per visit on average. Emergency room visits make up over one quar-
ter of all hospital-related charges, costing roughly $400 per visit on average.

DATA TABLES
Table 22. Costs related to asthma hospital visits — Vermont, 2002-2004.
2002 2003 2004
In-patient $2,074,843 $2,897,237 $2,454,523
Out-patient $7,730 $7,153 $34,624
Emergency room $880,944 $985,229 $914,517
Observation beds NA $177,294 $139,543
Total $2,963,517 $4,066,913 $3,543,207

Data source: Hospital Discharge Data
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	There is increasing concern and research regarding the possible role of environmental and occupational exposures in the development and exacerbation of asthma.

	According to the 2005 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 6.1% of Vermonters with asthma were told by a health professional that their asthma was related to a job they have had.  6.4% of Vermonters with asthma told a health professional that their asthma was related to a job they had had.  
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	Data Sources
	 
	Asthma Prevalence in the PC Plus Program Using a Hybrid Classification System, 2003-2004 (Medicaid Data): The Vermont Program for Quality in Health Care produced this report examining the distribution of asthma related health-seeking behaviors in the PC Plus Program. The PC Plus Program is the primary care case management program for the Vermont Medicaid Program, enrolling approximately two thirds of all Medicaid beneficiaries annually. Technical Notes and Definitions 




